
USOMC proudly presents

Thirty-Third Annual
United States Open Music Competition

Prize Winners’ Concerts

     Friday | February 21st, 2025  |  Concert 1  | 3:30PM -  6:30PM
    Friday | February 21st, 2025  |  Concert 2  | 6:30PM - 8:30PM

  Saturday | February 22nd, 2025  |  Concert 3  | 9:00AM - 11:00AM
Saturday | February 22nd, 2025  |  Concert 4  | 12:00PM - 3:00PM
Saturday | February 22nd, 2025  |  Concert 5  | 3:00PM - 5:00PM
Saturday | February 22nd, 2025  |  Concert 6  | 5:00PM - 7:00PM

Auditorium
The Oakland Inter-Stake Center of

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints
4770 Lincoln Avenue 
Oakland, CA 94602



OFFICERS AND STAFF

President:  Lamae Loo
Co-Founder: Elaine Lee
Vice President: Angela Lui
Secretary: Antia Lo, Anita Cheung
Treasurer: Lu Jin

Panel of 2025 Adjudicators: 
Umida Avloni, Ilya Blinov, Amy Brodo, Yi-Yang Chen, Christine Choi, Elizabeth Dorman, 

Richard Dowling, Julio Elizalde, Natsuki Fukasawa, Akiko Gaffney, James Gardner, Frederich
Haraldson, Dorian Ho, Scott Holden, Sherry Hou, Chih-Long Hu, Fantee Jones, Machiko Kobialka,
Angela Lee, Hanzheng Li, Yuhui Li, Chen Liang, Pei-Chun Liao, Elizabeth MacCorquodale, Diane

Maltester, Annamarie McCarthy, John McCarthy, Victoria Neve, Jeffrey Sykes, Dale Tsang, Jack Van
Geem, Shih-Hwa Wang, Yu-Jane Yang, Yu-Han Yeh, Shichao Zhang

Adjudicator Coordinators: Fantee Jones, Lamae Loo
Accompanist Staff Director:  Nathan Cheung

Official Accompanists of USOMC 2025:  Nathan Cheung, Chiao-Hui (Joyce) Chang, Dmitriy Cogan,
Akira Kaku, Alison Lee, Geoffrey Lee, Menghua Lin, Tiffany Poon, Yerim Rhee, Sarah Zhong

Prizewinners’ Concerts:
USOMC 2025 Emcee for all Six Prizewinners’ Concerts: Angela Lui

Prizewinners Concerts Award Presenters: Zai-Feng Chen, Katherine Dang, Chrissy Huang, Dr. Jennie Lee,
Dr. Sean May & Dr. Philip Ursell

Gold Medalists’ Special Awards Committee: Richard Dowling, Scott Holden, Chih-Long Hu, 
Fantee Jones, Lamae Loo, Shi-Hwa Wang, Yu-Jane Yang

Competition Week Interim Staff Coordinator: Katherine Dang
Interim Staff: Alicia Chan, Helen Choy, Ivy Chen, Anson Kwan, Lily Kwan, Krissie Li, Anita Lo, 

Caleb Lo, Hannah Lo, Lydia Lo, Megan Su, Sofea Tan, Ariana Yu, Jennifer Yang, Lin Zhu
Culinary Coordinator: Elaine Lee  Assisted by: Kyomi Yang, Rebekah Lee & Christina Tom

Special Advisors to the Board: Chrissy Huang, David Loo Esq.
USOMC Music Library Curator: Ariana Yu

2025 Sight-Reading Composer: Jonathan Tsao
USOMC Original Music Composers: Jonathan Tsao, Timothy Zhou

Videographer: Chris Cotter, Fidelity Audio Visual 

2025 USOMC Event Operations Team

Chairman of the Board: Katherine Dang 
Directors: Ivy Chen, Anita Cheung, Lu Jin, Fantee Jones,
Krissie Li, Anita Lo, Lamae Loo, Angela Lui, Ariana Yu

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Artistic Director: Fantee Jones
Director of Competition Operations: Lily Tumbale
Competition Operations Assistant: Karsyn Carter
Bookkeeper: Laurina Chen
IT Consultant: Warren Chen
Music Consultant: Betty Woo



ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

We gratefully acknowledge the following organizations and individuals for their
tremendous help in the past as well as in this year’s competition. We owe much of our
success to them and want to express our sincere gratitude.

The Oakland Inter-Stake Center (Mormon Temple of Oakland) once again
graciously accommodates us with the use of its facilities. We are grateful to Amy
Taylor for her support of USOMC. We so appreciate being able to hold the
USOMC in this beautiful setting of the Oakland hills.
Steinway & Sons, with special thanks to Chrissy Huang for their steadfast support
and provision of impeccable Steinway pianos to the United States Open Music
Competition for all these years. Their dedication has empowered countless young
musicians to deliver their best performances. This commitment has been one of the
pivotal factors to our success in allowing contestants to enchant audiences with
unparalleled tone qualities, clarity and charm. We look forward to our continuous
collaboration in the future.

We are grateful to Dr. Sean May for his dedicated support and constant
encouragement these ten years.

The Samuel Tak Lee Charitable Foundation for granting an unprecedented monetary
donation in memory of Dr. Billy Loo Sr. to perpetually support the operation of
USOMC. We are awed by this gesture of love.

We are especially indebted to Drs. Shantha & Philip Ursell, past President and board
members, for investing more than thirty years of their time, to help the USOMC
literally in every way possible. 

We are constantly reminded of the sacrifice in terms of time, energy and finance our
young Vice President, Angela Lui has shown us these past years - flying in and out
from New York, to Emcee for all six of the Prize Winners’ Concerts back-to-back.
She says she wanted to help, because she was blessed as a youngster participating in
the competition herself. What a testimony.

The USOMC Adjudicators (a total of thirty-five this year), enthusiastically support
the competition by availing to us their time, including their personal recordings of
218 pre-selected pieces for the 2025 competition, expertise, talent, and love of music,
which together are phenomenal contributions to the organization.

Thank you all!     
From the USOMC Board of Directors     



USOMC SCHOLARSHIP FOUNDATION DONORS

The Samuel Tak Lee Charitable Foundation - $250,000
(in memory of Dr. B.W. Loo Sr.)

Dr. B.W. L. Sr. Memorial Scholarship Fund – $11,000

The Following are One-time $5000 Supporting-Donors 
from 1993 – 2010

 
Dave & Betty Calfee; Robert & Jenny Hinckley; Dr. & Mrs. David &

Tiffany Law; Valerie Le; Elaine Lee; Robert & Ping Lee; 
Drs. Shiu & Jennie Lee; Jim & Kitty Liu; Allan Loo; 
Dr. & Mrs. Billy Loo Sr; Dr. & Mrs. Chung On Ng; 

Bertha & Arthur Sun; Joshua & Maria Wong; H.P. & Irene Wong

2025 Sponsoring Donors - who have donated annually for ten or more years:
Drs. Sean & Katharine May $2000
Drs. Philip & Shantha Ursell $2500

Drs. Sean & Katharine May $2000
Drs. Philip & Shantha Ursell $2500

Kimmy & Wing Tsao $100
Jonathan Tsao $100 –

Jonathan has also composed and/ or arranged ten of his own piano pieces 
to be used for the 2025 Competitions in Open Duet and Sight-Reading free of charge.

$6000 Total Scholarships will be awarded the best Outstanding Gold
Medalists at the 2025 Prize Winners’ Concerts (as decided by the Concert

Adjudicators) from the Samuel Tak Lee Scholarship Foundation.

We thank donors at every level for your support of this
competition.



Please Mark Your
Calendars for the

Tentative Dates for 
The 34th Annual

USOMC
February 16 - 22, 2026



USOMC 2025 Prize Winners’ Concert
Master of Ceremony & Award Presenters

Emcee for Prizewinners’ Concerts Friday & Saturday – Ms. Angela Lui:
Angela Lui is the Managing Director and Head of Business Development at
Prytania Asset Management, a London-based structured credit specialist,
responsible for new business opportunities and institutional distribution.
Before joining Prytania, Angela was the Global Head of Business
Development at Schultze Asset Management, a distressed securities and event-
driven hedge fund. Prior to that, Angela held various roles focused on driving
sales efforts, overseeing investor and consultant relations, and designing
business initiatives to expand the client base at firms including Sibilla Capital,
Autonomy Capital, and Malbec Partners, an alternatives investment
management company owned by BNP Paribas Asset Management.
Ms. Lui received a gold medal in the 2000 United States Open Music
Competition for a piano duo. Ms. Lui sits on the Board of Governors at the
National Arts Club, a major arts institution. Ms. Lui received a BSc Degree in
Business Administration from the Walter Haas School of Business at the
University of California, Berkeley.

Award Presenter Friday 3:30 pm Concert No.1 – Ms. Katherine Dang: 
Chairman of the USOMC Board of Directors; teacher, author, conference
speaker, educational consultant, founder and president of Philomath
Foundation, a non-profit organization, with national and international
educational outreach in Latin America. 

Award Presenter Friday 6:30 pm Concert No.2 – Ms. Chrissy Huang:
Manager of Steinway & Sons, Los Altos – a strong advocate for the welfare of
USOMC, she is responsible for bringing the best pianos – nine Steinway
Concert Grands to the week-long US Open Music Competitions annually
since 2008.



Award Presenter Saturday 9:00 am Concert No.3 – Dr. Sean May: 
M.D., Retired FACP, FACG, Diplomat of American Board of Internal
Medicine; Subspecialty Board of Gastroenterology; Added Qualification –
Board in Geriatric Medicine; Fellow of American College of Physician and
Fellow of American College of Gastroenterology. He is also an in-depth Bible
Scholar

Award Presenter Sat. 12:00 pm Concert No.4 – Prof. Zai-Feng Chen:
Yantai University Professor and Outstanding Educator; Head of Academic
Committee of the Music Department. Professor of Piano at the Central
Conservatory of Music, and Adjunct Professor at the School of Arts, Jilin
University. She is also the Director of the Global Elite Chinese Association
for the promotion of relationships between China & Chinese overseas. Prof.
Chen has been a key promoter of the USOMC in China and has been
responsible for bringing numerous, talented students from various parts of
China to the USOMC for the past twenty years..

Award Presenter Sat. 3:00 pm Concert No.5 –  David Viera
David Viera is currently serving as the Director of the Temple Hill Events
Council at the Oakland Interstake Center of the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints. In this role, he helps to identify and bring cultural events,
musical performances, performing arts, and visual arts to Temple Hill for
attendees in the greater Bay Area and beyond. Prior to this service, he worked
for more than three decades as a director of Corporate Communications for
high-tech companies in the region.

Award Presenter Sat. 5:00 pm Concert No.6 – Dr. Philip Ursell: 
Dr. Ursell, M.D., formerly professor of Pathology at UCSF. Dr. Ursell has
been a continuous supporter of the USOMC. As a past president, he has
served, together with his wife, Dr. Shantha Ursell, M.D., as directors of the
board and have given of themselves freely both financially and physically for
30 years. 



2025 Prize Winners’ Concert
#6 (5:00PM | Saturday, February 22, 2025 | Auditorium)

1. SHOWCASE INSTRUMENTAL ENSEMBLE COMBINED GROUP 1
Valery Breshears, Colin Breshears & Starla Breshears
Mozart: Divertimento in Eb Major for Violin, Viola, and Cello KV 563 I. Allegro

2. SHOWCASE INSTRUMENTAL SOLO SENIOR
Olivia Park
Reinecke: Concerto in D Major Op.283 I. Allegro molto moderato
accomp. Dmitriy Cogan

2. SHOWCASE PIANO SOLO SENIOR-ADVANCED GROUP 2
Gloria Ma
Scriabin: Sonata #5, Op.53

3. BAROQUE ADVANCED GROUP 2
Alexandr Anisimov
J.S. Bach: Prelude and Fugue WTC Bk.1 No. 3 BWV 848, in C# Major

4. ROMANTIC SENIOR GROUP 4 
Edward Liu
F. Mendelssohn: Song Without Words Op. 53 #1 in Ab Major

6. BAROQUE ADVANCED GROUP 3
Benjamin Yang
J.S. Bach: Prelude and Fugue WTC Bk.1 No. 5 BWV 850, in D Major



7. CLASSICAL ADVANCED GROUP 2
Ravelio Prasetya
Beethoven: Sonata in C Major Op. 2 No. 3 IV. Allegro assai

8. ROMANTIC ADVANCED GROUP 2
Ravelio Prasetya
F. Chopin: Etude in A Minor, Op. 25 No. 11

9. 20TH-21ST CENTURY ADVANCED GROUP 2
Sora Corro
F. Poulenc: No. 10 in F Major (Eloge des games)

10. BAROQUE ADVANCED GROUP 4
Aiden Pham
J.S. Bach: Prelude and Fugue WTC Bk.1 No. 3 BWV 848, in C# Major

11. SHOWCASE INSTRUMENTAL ENSEMBLE COMBINED GROUP 2
Zedric Wong, Donghu Kim & Vivian Nguyen
Arensky: Piano Trio #1 in D Minor Op.32 I. Allegro moderato

12. USOMC COMPLETE PIANO CONCERTO
Ethan Li
Rachmaninoff: Concerto #2 in C Minor Op.18 
accomp. Dmitriy Cogan



USOMC proudly presents the

Thirty-Third Annual
United States Open Music Competition

Prize Winners’ Concerts



1. Showcase Instrumental Ensemble Combined Group 1

1st Valery Breshears, Colin Breshears & Starla Breshears

2nd Aidan Kwon, Yuna Seo & Sarah Bae

2nd
Tommy Liu, Amelia Chen, David Tang, Derek Yang, Sophie
Kou, Vincent Tsai,
  Esther Kim & Jocelyn Wang

3rd Allison Nahyun Kim, Sohpie Soeun Bae & Soeun Nam

4th Brendt Pyo, Felicia Lin, Ethan Goh & Jeremy Tung

2. Showcase Instrumental Solo Senior

1st Olivia Park

2nd Evelyn Chu

2nd Janet (Yi-Jen) Chan

3rd Sophie Choi

3rd Yifan Shi

4th Edward Yun

3. Showcase Piano Solo Senior - Advanced Combined Group 2

1st Gloria Ma

2nd Emma Sophia Lam

2nd Tristen Chen

2nd Xiaoyue Lai

3rd Oliver Corro

3rd Shreyas Verma

4th Waddah Chehadeh

4th Helen Wu

4th Jonathan Szeto



4. Treasury of Baroque Composers Advanced Group 2

1st Alexandr Anisimov

2nd Haochang Zheng

2nd Karen Matsui

3rd Selena Yang

4th Audrey Tang

4th Momo Okubo

5. Treasury of Romantic Composers Senior Group 4

1st Edward Liu

2nd Charles Gardella

2nd Elizabeth Ying

2nd Jeremy Yeoh

3rd Paige Tsai

3rd Sandy Shao

4th Alyssa Ackalloor

4th Chenxi Ning

4th Haochang Zheng

4th Amelia Kahwaty

6. Treasury of Baroque Composers Advanced Group 3

1st Benjamin Yang

2nd Hiroshi Corro

2nd Ishan Mysore

2nd Zhiyu Su

3rd Bingwen Chu

3rd Matthew Sihotang

3rd Ruiyan Zhu

4th Evan Pai

4th Marvin Chen

4th Quincy Zhou



7. Treasury of Classical Composers Advanced Group 2

1st Ravelio Prasetya

2nd Jasmine Khalifa

3rd Haochang Zheng

3rd Zixian Huang

4th Albert Du

4th Evan Thomas Lam

8. Treasury of Romantic Composers Advanced Group 2

1st Ravelio Prasetya

2nd Aiden Pham

2nd Andrew Lee

3rd Jason Huang

3rd Sora Corro

4th Ashley Fornari

4th Vincent Yang

4th Zenryu Yee

9. Treasury of 20th-21st Century Composers Advanced Group 2

1st Sora Corro

2nd Andy Ping

2nd Bokun Zhao

2nd Evan Pai

3rd Amelia Kahwaty

3rd Zenryu Yee

4th Alex Tsagaan

4th Hongrui Ma

4th Ruiyan Zhu

4th Shihan Tang



10. Treasury of Baroque Composers Advanced Group 4

1st Aiden Pham

2nd Julia Zizhou Chen

2nd Sophia Tobler

3rd Emily Wang

3rd Nathan Mao

3rd Timothy Hoang

11. Showcase Instrumental Ensemble Combined Group 2

1st Zedric Wong, Donghu Kim & Vivian Nguyen

2nd Claire Yang, Sophie Choi & Sora Corro

3rd Chiara Thendean, Cara Wang & Oliver Corro

3rd Claire Lin, Ethan Hu & Nathan Wang

3rd Ryan Wang, Jaclyn Wang & Emily Wang

4th Sandra Choi, Bronwyn Burnside & Hiroshi Corro

Complete Piano Concerto

1st Ethan Li

2nd Nikolai Bryant

3rd Felix Zhang

4th Hiroshi Corro

4th Leon Sun


